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will not be so dark.' This incident and the fact
of her affection for Mr. Wllittier's poetry was re-
ported to him by a friend of the family. My
surprise and delight were great when, in April,
1884, I received a kind letter from the poet and a
manuscript copy of the poem, which was afterward
published in the Christmas number of ' St. Nicho-
las.' In his letter Mr. Whittier said, ' I am glad
I have such a friend in thy little girl. Her good
opinion of my verses is worth more to me than
that of a learned reviewer. I send a rhymed par-
aphrase of her own beautiful thought.' "

Soon after " The Homestead " appeared, Mr.
Whittier wrote to Mrs. Pitman : "I am glad thee
liked 4 The Homestead.' I saw in the country sev-
eral of these melancholy spectacles of abandoned
homes. I think the farmers of New England
are better off as a class, on their hard soil, than
those who are on the rich lands of the West,
They are not rich, but they are not poor; they
live comfortably, and as a rule own their farms
clear of mortgage. If they were content to live
and toil as the poorer farmers in the West do,
they would double their deposits in the savings
banks." About this poem Sarah Orne Jewett
wrote: "I do not know when anything has
touched me so nearly and dearly. Nobody has
mourned more than I over the forsaken farm-
houses which I see everywhere as I drive about
the country out of which I grew, and where every
bush and tree seem like my cousins ! I hope this
will make people stop and think, and I know it
will bring tears to many eyes. That line about